The well established effect of word frequency on adultÕs picture naming performance is now called into question. This is particularly true for variables which are correlated with frequency, as is the case of age of word acquisition. Since the work of Carrol and White (1973) there is growing agreement among researchers to confer an important role in lexical access to this variable. Indeed, it has been shown (Hodgson & Ellis, 1998) that for normal English-speaking adults only the variables Ôage-of-acquisitionÕ and Ôname agreementÕ are independent predictors of naming success among the various variables considered. However, when brain-damaged subjects with and without degenerative pathologies are studied, word frequency and word length as well as concept familiarity all give significant effects (Hirsh & Funnell,
Introduction
Age of acquisition of words, their frequency and concept familiarity as well as name agreement in confrontation naming are culturally dependent parameters. These reasons plead in favour of obtaining specific standards for subjects speaking other languages than English. In this perspective, we analyzed the picture naming performance of more than 1000 adult subjects in order to define the degree of name agreement for several European languages. We furthermore established norms for the psycholinguistic parameters which influence picture naming performance. If experimental paradigms for naming are to have universal application, comparative norms ought to be obtained from a wide range of languages and populations with different socio-educational backgrounds. We herewith announce the existence of a standardized picture pool for oral naming (PEDOI), standardized, so far, in eight European languages, in Canadian French, and Latin American Spanish.
Method
2.1. Studied languages and number of participating subjects per language
